
HONORROLL
EASTSIDE EXCELLENCE AWARD

Luis Flores & Karina Macias
HIGH SCHOOL

STUDENT OF THE GRADING PERIOD
Keyshawn Thomas

SEVENTH & EIGHTH GRADE
Alejandro Carlos

SIXTH GRADE
JEFFERSON AWARD

	       Fabian Guitierrez
JUNIOR

HIGH SCHOOL
DEAN’S LIST (3.8+)
Class of 2010: Margarita Perez, Darrell Ford, 
Diana Vargas
Class of 2011: Hector Lopez, Alicia Ponce, 
Moneel Chand, Alejandra Guzman, Jonathan 
Calderon
Class of 2012: Jessica Chavez, Jose Reyna, 
Karina Macias, Angelica Perez, Silvia Vazquez
Class of 2013:  Jamie Ayon, Jazmin 
Contreras, Jose Rosales, Raul Banuelos, 
Mia Kirkendoll, Jazmin Perez, Marissa 
Mariscal, Markel Moore, Tatiana Wallace, 
Carlos Rodriguez, Elizabeth Arellano, Joseph 
Thornton, Ricardo Barron-Silva, Alexis Aceves
HONOR ROLL 
Class of 2010:  Javier Magana, Darryl 
Sepulveda, Evelyn Reynada, Catherine 
Cunningham, Ruben Robles, Ca’shea Airy, 
Eliana Corona, Erika Gallegos, Gustavo 
Jimenez, Titus VanHook
Class of 2011: Ahjalee Harvey, Haley 
Fowler, Noemi Villegas, Charlotte Tenisi, Juan 
Jimenez
Class of 2012: Lindsay McCray, Bladimir 
Martinez, Ruben Ruvalcaba, Eduardo Lopez, 
Natalya Goode, Alonso Guerrero, Jessica 
Torres, Hazel Jaimez, Chrishanae Neal, 
Daniela Gomez, Katherine Garcia, Kimberly 
Ibanez, Caroline Polanco
Class of 2013: Nicholette Harrison, Abigail 
Mejia, Stephany Garcia, Raphael Guzman, 
Guiselle Hernandez, James Colin, Guadalupe 
Velazquez, Laura Gurrola, Abraham Tewolde, 
Samantha Castaneda, Luis Garcia, Christian 
Rosales, Teresa Tamayo, Jaqueline Velazquez, 
Ryan Bodwin, Jamauri Bowles, Claudia 
Villalobos, Ricardo Maldonado, Yohoverlit 
Bernal
HONORABLE MENTION 
Class of 2010: Jamela Tatum, Veronica 
Polanco, Kassandra Torres, Jose Chavez, 
Chantaell Barker, Manuel Macias, Yesenia 
Guizar
Class of 2011: Jennifer Greely, Leanne 
Martin, Korinne Nickings, Marisha Banks, 
Anabel Razo, Fabian Gutierrez, Takara Burse, 
Bryan Duenas, Ausjerae Holland, Izamar 
Moya, Carina Bustos, Chantel Perry, Roshana 
Smith, Leslie Gray
Class of 2012: Kyle Carter, Jaime Caudillo, 
George Nickings, Mariela Pena, Lawrence 
VanHook, Angelica Garcia, Angela Hernandez
Class of 2013: Brittany Wilkerson, Jennifer 
Guillen, Hashima Carothers, Nixi Cruz, 
Esteban Contreras, Dennyce Martinez, 
Marquis Terrell, Raven Campbell, Domonique 
Pearson, Galaxy Portillo, Ariana Barron-Silva, 
Shaun Stewart

MIDDLE SCHOOL
DEAN’S LIST
Eighth Grade: Makiya Francis, Andre 
Gomes, Corey Vinegar, Amayrani Chavez, 
Jacqueline Ibarra, Lucia Ibarra, Vanessa 
Martinez, Kassandra Munguia, Erik Ortega, 
Yasmine Santoyo, Brian Alas, Luis Valencia 
Seventh Grade:  Isabel Betancourt, Kelsey 
Foster, Abraham Martinez
Sixth Grade: Miguel Martinez, Diamond 
Pearson, Tatiana Guardado, Alejandro Carlos-
Olloa, Yescenia Garnica, Karla Mendoza, 
Pablo Mendoza, Manupo Turituri
HONOR ROLL
Eighth Grade: James Anderson, Keyshawn 
Thomas
Seventh Grade: Yesenia Garcia, Antonio 
Tharp, Arnold Lee Hart, Anna-Maria Gomes, 
Margarita Tenisi, Julissa Churape-Lopez, 
Jaime Sanchez, Janette Ochoa
Sixth Grade: Bryan Cornejo, Marlene 
Santoyo, Francisco Ochoa, Nohely Peraza, 
Ricardo Estrada
HONORABLE MENTION 
Eighth Grade: Losimani Ulukivaiola
Seventh Grade: Riley Darius, Aliyah 
Coogler, Christopher Ibanez, Eliseo Soto, 
Amber McGee
Sixth Grade: Daryl Carr, Josue Corado, 
Victor Sanchez, Vanisha McReynolds, Jennifer 
Villegas    

By Hazel Jaimez

On any afternoon, most students choose to finish their school 
work or take another elective, but six Eastside students would rather 
spend a couple of hours helping those in need in East Palo Alto.

Every Friday, the volunteers go to Ecumenical Hunger to distrib-
ute food to low-income families through Step by Step.

 “It helps me realize the amount of need there is,” said senior Javier 
Magana, a leader of Step by Step, “It makes me feel happy to help.”

Depending on the size of a family, the volunteers hand out differ-
ent-sized boxes of foods. Volunteers go around aisles of food to fill up 
the boxes based on rules for how many cans of which food can go in 
which sized box.

Lakuna FisiiHoi, a local resident who usually goes to Ecumenical 
Hunger once a month, went there on October 15 with his mother to 
help load food into her car. He found out about the program through 
friends and other relatives. 

 “It is great that she is treated right,” Lakuna said of his mother as 
he waited to receive his share of food. “There’s really nothing negative 
that I can say about this place because all it does is great work with 
our community.” 

The program with Eastside started three years ago when a few 
students wanted to work at a place that distributed food and clothing. 
DJ Williams, who was a student at Eastside at the time, had volun-
teered at the Ecumenical Hunger program and told Linda Filo, the art 
teacher, about it. Linda decided to organize the program at Eastside.

At the beginning, students would volunteer about once a month. 
The following year, more students started going more often. Now it 
happens every Friday. 

Senior Erika Gallegos and juniors Charlotte Tenisi and Roshana 
Smith raise awareness at Eastside about Ecumenical Hunger through 
e-mails and through conversations with friends. 

Sophomore Oscar Estrada, a new volunteer in the program, said 
he and the community both benefit. “Even though I was having fun 
while helping the community, I noticed how much people appreci-
ated my help and work.”

Sophomore Angelica Garcia said that volunteering at Ecumenical 
Hunger makes her feel good about herself.  “I feel more comfortable 
with my actions because I know that I’m not only helping myself, but 
others as well.” 

COMMUNITYSERVICE 

By Ariana Barron-Silva

It’s a bird! It’s a plane! No wait, it’s Jose Gonzales! By day, he is 
Eastside’s new history and Spanish teacher. By night, however, he is 
an illustrator and comic book artist.

As a child, Jose read tons of his favorite Spiderman comics. He 
admired them so much that his dream 
childhood job was to become a comic 
book artist. As the years progressed, 
however, he made it into high school 
and took an interest in history, thanks 
to a teacher who provided interesting 
challenges.

Jose decided to launch his career at 
University of California at Davis where 
he studied history. He later earned 
his masters degree at the University of 
Michigan with an emphasis in Latin 
America. 

“Some people think history is so bor-
ing, so full of facts,” he said, but he finds 
the subject intriguing.

Jose said he decided to become a teacher, although he doesn’t 
know exactly why. “I like to help people,” he said, “I like knowledge.” 
Before he came to Eastside he taught for two years at Douglass Mid-
dle School in Woodland, California.

Like most superheroes, though, this teacher has two identities. 
Jose has been thinking of going profes-
sional with his art. Lately he has been 
creating an ABC book based on Chica-
no culture. He is proud of the results so 
far and hopes to see it published.

Illustrators Scott Campbell and 
Bruce Tim inspire him because he likes 
their approach to art, their simple and 
almost childlike watercolors. His own 
styles vary, however, depending on his 
mood.

Jose believes his art identity can also 
have a place in his classroom. “My art is 
related to history, or it is making a state-

ment.”
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 Film Festival presents racism and war

Teacher by day, artist by night 

By Lupe Vete

From African ethnic tribes fighting to survive each other, to the 
segregation of blacks and whites that persists in certain parts of 
America, the United Nations Association Film Festival last month 
gave Eastside students and the local community a glimpse into the 
lives of people who are most affected by racism and war.

For the fifth year, the UNAFF 
screened an evening of films at 
Eastside, and two of the filmmak-
ers talked with the audience after 
their films. The screening was part 
of a nine-day film festival in the 
Bay Area, and about 300 students 
and local residents came to the 
Eastside showing.

Among the five films played, 
Eastside students seemed to es-
pecially like “Prom Night in Mis-
sissippi,” a documentary about a 

small town in Mississippi having its first integrated prom in 2008. 
The film focused on Chassidy, a black senior whose single mom isn’t 
racist, Jessica, a white senior whose parents are racist, and Billy Joel, a 
white senior who opposes racism but refuses to reveal his identity be-

cause he doesn’t want his racist parents to learn what he really thinks 
about their ideas.

Many students enjoyed the dramatic and graphic scenes but were 
disappointed to see the high level of racism that still exists in parts 
of America. “‘Prom Night in Mississippi’ showed how much racism 
there still is and how people don’t learn from the past,” said sopho-
more Oscar Estrada. 

The film used a combination of live actors and graphic animation. 
In some scenes that weren’t filmed, graphic animation was used in-
stead to keep the audience involved with what was happening.

Many students at Eastside could relate to “Speaking in Tongues,” 
a film that followed four students and their families as they learn a 
second language, revealing the positive and negative changes that oc-
cur as a result.

Film director and producer Marcia Jarmel, who herself has bilin-
gual children, is hoping to allow others to witness how language could 
become a national asset, even though some people still disagree.  

 “I really enjoyed ‘Speaking in Tongues,’ and ‘Prom Night in Mis-
sissippi,” said sophomore George Nickings. “They were not only in-
formative but fun to watch.”

In addition to “Prom Night in Mississippi,” and “Speaking in 
Tongues,” three other documentaries were shown at Eastside: “My 
Neighbor, My Killer,” “No Strings,” and “Cheat Neutral.” 

 “The Film Festival changed my views of documentaries,” George 
said. “I’m excited to go to the next one.”

“The Film Festival 
changed my views 
of documentaries. 
I’m excited to go to 

the next one.”
 

George Nickings 
Sophomore

Senior Vashon Guidry sorts cans of vegetables, fruit, and  sauces 
in the food aisles.
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Students help local 
families through 

Ecumenical Hunger
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Jose helps sophomore Carlos Hernandez with homework.


